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into curry. The rice and curry are put on a cloth,
spread over straw, in front of the image, while the
pujari does puja to Madurai-VIran inside his shrine,
offering arrack, fruit, flowers, incense, and camphor,
and saying mantrams; afterwards, he sprinkles some
water on the curry and rice, which are then distributed
to the people present. During this sacrifice to Madurai-
Viran Kurumbai's shrine is closed.
Pullambadi, Trichinopoly District*    The ceremony
of propitiating the spirit of the boundary-stone is very
common in the Trichinopoly district, though there are
the usual variations of local custom in performing it
At a village called Pullambadi it takes place in connex-
ion with the festival of Kulanthalamman, which lasts
for fifteen days.   On the first day the image is washed,
and a sheep is killed outside the enclosure as a sacrifice
to Karuppu (a subordinate male deity), the door of the
shrine of the goddess being closed.   Rice, fruit, flowers,
etc., are also offered to the goddess.    On the next six
days only rice, fruits, etc., are   offered; but on the
eighth day two more sheep are sacrificed to Karupptu
From the ninth to the fifteenth day the metal image of
the goddess1 is taken in procession round the village,
each day on a different vahanam :2 on the fifteenth day
it is carried on a car, and on this day three sheep are
killed in front of the shrine, before the procession
starts, the blood being collected in an earthen pot and
mixed with boiled rice.    Then a sheep is sacrificed at *
each of the nine corners of the streets that surround the
temple, and the blood of all the sheep is put into earthen
vessels by a pujari of the Shervagaru caste, called
the Kappukaran, the animals being all killed by one of
the Pariahs.   The Kappukaran then mixes all the blood
and rice together in one large earthen pot and carries
it to the village, which is about half a mfle away.   Nine
more sheep are sacrificed at nine other corners of the
village itself, and their, blood is again collected aad
mixed with the rest.    When the car has come back to
* See pp. 3W7 above,                    * See p 90 above.